Introduction
Although textbooks (for example, Duthrie and McCormick, 1977) often refer to hypercalcaemia secondary to the immobilization of patients with Paget's disease, this phenomenon has in fact only rarely been reported (Reifenstein and Albright, 1944; Fuss, Bergans and Corvilain, 1978; Auld, Simpson and Smyth, 1979) . Previously reported cases have been complicated by excessive calcium or vitamin D intake, by hyperparathyroidism (Kohn and Myerson, 1961) Figure 1 there was rapid normalization of the serum calcium concentration. The urine calcium excretion was measured after 2+ weeks, by which time it had fallen to the control value. These changes, together with the fall in serum alkaline phosphatase levels, are detailed in Figure 1 (1978) reported an alcoholic man with Paget's disease, who was found to be hypercalcaemic after lying in coma for some time. Pre-coma biochemistry was not available. Auld et al. (1979) 
